TOOLBOX

TALK

HIDDEN WEAK POINTS
OF SCAFFOLDING

When it comes to scaffolding, it's easy to focus on
the obvious hazards—Ilike falling objects or unstable
platforms. But sometimes, the most dangerous
threats are the ones you can’t see at first glance.
These are the hidden weak points—the silent culprits
that can compromise the entire structure’s integrity.

UNEVEN BASE

PLATES

If base plates are
uneven on the
ground, it can

becomes
unbalanced.
VIBRATIONS
may also cause
them to shift or sink.

1. What environmental factor can cause couplers
to loosen over time?

2. Where are some common places rust can
develop unnoticed on scaffolding?

3. What is a potential consequence of using
uneven base plates or footings?

CAIRNMEAD

and use
adjustable jacks
if needed.

HIDDEN

RUST

RUST WEAKENS

METAL

components and
often starts in hidden
areas, like inside
tubes or
under paint.

for flaking paint,
discoloration, or
swelling.

OVERLOADED

PLANKS

MISALIGNED OR
OVERLOADED

planks can shift
or break, and gaps
may widen, increasing

TRIP HAZARDS.

plank alignment,
load capacity,
and secure
fastening

WORN SAFETY

BRACES

Safety pins and
braces can wear,

BEND, OR
CRACK

over time,
compromising
structure stability.

for flaking paint,
discoloration, or
swelling.

LOOSE
FITTINGS

Loose couplers can
shift under load,
causing instability,
and temperature
changes can

LOOSEN

CONNECTIONS

over time.

for wear, deformation,
or cracks, and
replace damaged
parts right away.

‘ DETAILED

INSPECTIONS

REGULAR

MAINTENANCE

COMMUNICATION
AND REPORTING

HOW TO ADDRESS HIDDEN WEAK POINTS

TRAINING AND
AWARENESS
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